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2/12/99

TO: Planning Board, Alan Loiselle, Chair

        Jeff Chelgren, Land Use Director

RE: Request for Review and Comments, Phase I, 228 Littleton Road

I have reviewed the above referenced project and have the following comments for consideration by the Planning Board.

I have the following concerns in relation to the Phase I proposal:

1. Please be advised that the applicant has defied an Enforcement Order issued by the Commission under the Wetlands Protection Act requiring a filing of a Notice of Intent for this site to address the unpermitted connection of stormwater drainage from the car wash site to an existing detention basin in the Buffer Zone with a discharge to wetlands;

2. Please be advised that levels of contaminants from the discharge of car wash wastewater to the stormwater detention pond were found at levels requiring a report to the State under the Mass. Contingency Plan. We are still awaiting the determination by the State as to what remediation activities are required. The proposed Phase I project appears to propose filling the basin where this contamination is located. Certainly nothing should be permitted until we know what the State’s requirements will be;

3. The Phase I project will create significant areas of impervious surface requiring proper drainage   

       control, while filling in the existing drainage control basin near the Car Wash. The overall site 

       plan shows the creation of a new control facility at the rear of the lot, but it is not clear how 

       drainage will be controlled for the Phase I project. 

I have the following concerns regarding the overall plan for the entire property:

1. Please be advised that this site had an ENF filed on it, and the Secretary of Environmental Affairs has required the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report. This appears to be a different project, so the applicant should refile with the Secretary. Certainly no decisions should be made regarding the project until the Environmental Impact Report is completed;
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2. Please be advised that the plans show a three-story structure with 108 Residence units located at the back of the lot. This work does not conform to the fifty foot no disturb buffer required under the local wetlands non-zoning bylaw, as the work comes to within just a few feet of the wetlands. I also note the work comes directly to the boundary with the Town land under the care of the Conservation Commission, and that the applicant proposes to discharge drainage from the project on to this Town land. I note that there is no easement for such a discharge onto the Town       land. I further note that the Secretary of Environmental Affairs required that concerns regarding    

      work near this Conservation land be addressed in the Environmental Impact Report to be assured 

      the integrity of the land is protected. Therefore, you should direct the applicant to develop an 

      overall site plan that is in conformance with all local bylaw requirements, which would appear to          

      also provide an adequate level of protection for the Town Conservation land. This will require 

      moving the limit of work fifty feet north and some distance from the easterly lot line (where 

      work is proposed to within 15 feet of an apparent vernal pool). Because this will impact the 

      geometry of the site, the Phase I buildings and parking may have to be reconfigured. For this 

      reason, and also in consideration of any changes the Secretary of Environmental Affairs may 

      require, the site plan of these buildings should not be approved until they are shown to be part of 

      a total site plan that will conform to all State and local requirements.

                                                                     William Turner

                                                                      Conservation Administrator

cc: John Cadigan, Chair, Zoning Board of Appeals 

     Robert Walker, Ryan Development

     Attorney Douglas Deschenes, Hall & Finnegan

     Bert Hamill, H-Star Engineering
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