WESTFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
                                          TOWN HALL 

                                         55 MAIN STREET
                           WESTFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 01886            

                                          978-692-5524

April 5, 1999

TO: Jeff Chelgren

        Land Use Director

RE: 228 Littleton Road Master Plan

As we discussed this morning I have reviewed the site plan for 228 Littleton Road. I continue to be concerned about the minimal buffer being provided to the Town Conservation Land and wetlands located to the south of the property. Only a fifteen foot undisturbed buffer is shown between the development and the Conservation land. There is also minimal buffering provided to wetlands and a vernal pool to the east of the property. Frankly, this kind of crowding next to important resource areas does not appear to be necessary. I note that the plan shows landscape strips about 60 feet wide in front of the hotel. I would strongly recommend that the Planning Board require the footprint of the hotel to be moved forward significantly to eliminate formal, maintained open space, with its requirements for fertilizer and pesticides, in favor of a far more meaningful and protective natural buffer to the adjacent Conservation land, wetlands and Riverfront Area. Such a design revision would make the site far more consistent with the goals of the Town’s Master Plan.

For your information, the Commission has received a Notice of Intent filing for this site, and the Public Hearing has been scheduled for the meeting of May 12, 1999 at 8:45 P.M. 

                                                                        William Turner

                                                                        Conservation Administrator

cc: Robert Walker, Ryan Development

     Attorney Douglas Deschenes

