REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The Town of Westford is requesting proposals for the maintenance of an approximately twenty (20) acre parcel of land, through active agricultural use, from individuals with experience in farming, site management, and specifically operating a "pick-your-own" orchard operation.

Westford is interested in securing the maintenance of a parcel of Town-owned land, which exists as an orchard containing approximately 1500 assorted fruit trees, including apples, apricots, nectarines, pears, peaches and plums.

The subject orchard, in addition to the fruit trees, contains a farm stand and an adjacent open space parcel.  

It is the desire of the community to establish a long-term maintenance contract which provides for the proper maintenance of the orchard, the operation of the farm stand, of the preservation of the historical and agricultural aesthetics of the land.

SCOPE OF SERVICES:

1.   Maintain the subject 20-acre parcel of land as an active orchard and farm stand operation.

2.  The portion of the subject site, historically established as an orchard, shall be continually maintained in an active agricultural use for the full period of the agreement, and the terms of the operation shall be mutually agreed upon in a contract between the Town and the successful bidder.

3.  The maintenance agreement is to extend for a minimum of five (5) years, with an automatic option for renewal of an additional five (5) year period upon approval by the Board of Selectmen.

4.  The details and extent of the maintenance program shall be reviewed with the selectmen and approved in form.

Individuals interested in being considered should submit three (3) copies of a proposal to Steven Ledoux, Town Manager, 55 Main Street, Westford, Massachusetts, 01886, by 12 p.m. on ________________________, 2000.

The proposal should list the individuals experience, agricultural background and qualifications.  The proposal should also list the recommended orchard operational practices and an estimate of the cost for the requested service contract.

It is anticipated that the contract will be awarded no later than ________________, 2000, and the maintenance contract will begin immediately.  All questions should be directed to Steven Ledoux, Town Manager, at (978)692-5500.

